BlogTour had the opportunity fo sit down with the enigmatic and brilliant Marcel Wanders
of Moooi, nicknamed the “Lady Gaga of the design worid.” by The New York Tim

Byme of Decor Arts Now brings you the exclusive on what inspire:

project wouid be, and why exactly he d naked during a presentation to make a point




1 leeping my first night in Lo
Sure, there was & litle jet lag involved, but | also
was a bit nervous about my BIG interview the next
morning. Meeting and interviewing a design great
such as Marcel Wanders (you do know his knot
chair i the collection of the Museum of Modern Art
right?) seemed a bit overwhelming. Turns out my
nerves were unnecessary.

ouble sle don.

Marcel Wanders is one heck of

& nice guy. He exudes optimism (1o desianers put out

a new idea they are like

someone naked. Still they
should never fear.”

and good will. He was even a
bit humble (ok, sort of ) at imes
Before it was all done, | had a
ttle orush

LB: Moooi, your company’s name, derives from the.
Duteh word, beautiful. You added an extra 0" for extra
beautitul. What do you find extra beautitul ight now?

MW: Today we celebrate al of the many beautiu
products here at Moooi. We are bringing Big Ben
home (& new for 2012 design by Wanders), which
is especially beautiful. It is a new thing that helps
reminds us of the importance of time in our fives in an

18

old fashioned way-as a giant wall clock

LB: You once said that the design process should
make you feel like your life is exploding. What is
exploding in your life right now?

MW

Ve are opening a hote!
town, Amsterdam, called the Andaz Hotel. There wil
be video art in the wall for the very first time. That is
exploding for me right now.

in my home-

LB: You do it all~designing both
products and interiors. Is the process
different for you?

MW: The process is entirely
different. When | Gesign a product
it like one block of marble that | carve out until | am
done. Withinteriors, | pul together multiple ideas from
many different sources. It is much more like meking &
peinting- think about many colors, shapes and form
LB: So you flunked out of your first design school.
Do you have any advice for new designers on how to
overcome obstacles?

MW: Well, | think the people who threw me out of
design school were right. | wasn't ready for design
school-yet They wanted to teach me design-how to
draw a nice curve, a perfect box-but | kept thinking
outside the box. | made all of the mistakes that you
could possibly make~you have to make mistakes. But,
1 did finally graduate from a design school. You must
keep trying, but remain true to yourself oo

LB: You once streaked naked across a stage at the
end of a major presentation. Tell us what that was all
about

MW: | wanted to make the paint that when designers
put out & new idea they are like someone naked. Siil
they should never fear. Plus, | think designers shouid
always give more than people expect. | wanted to
show that.

So, while | was giving ths talk, | kept removing pieces
of my clothing. When | was down to almost nothing, |
left the stage. Then, | made sure all of the lights were

Boom, it was completely dark, no ights. Suddenly, |
ran naked across the stage throwing out a big box of
candy.

LB: What would you like to design that you have not
designed yet?

MW: The thing that | want to design that | haven't
designed yet is a mosque. | think design has the
ability to speak volumes-to say something. If there is
ane thing this world needs is more respect for each
ather. If someone would give me the respect to design
‘amosque, | il give back that respect by doing it very
well. Thatis why | want to design a mosque. | should
doiitone day.

LB: Tell me about the very interesting necklace you
are wearing

MW: My daugher ikes beads and one day we started
tomake a necklacs together. But very quickly | realize
1 want to make my own neckiace. | start to collect and
search for beautiful beads with an interesting story [He
takes off necklace to show me]. There is delft blue,
Kidney stones, viagra [laughter], birthstones, lava,
meteorite, baccarat. It has become the story of my Ife.

If that necklace represents Marcel Wander's life, |
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